'sa8e1100 IsNJ| [euoileN y3noays
211y 01 3|qe|IBAR SI USPJES 3Y)

JO Y1IoN 9y3 01 3snoy 3salid
3y ‘Ajiwey uosjooIN 3yl Aq
pa1dnooo |ji3s aJe asnoy ayj

JO 3pIs YyInos ay3 pue 331100
yinos ‘pouad Jopnj [euidLIo

ay3 wouy Suizep sSulpjing
[BJ9ASS 2JB USPJES 93 UIYIIM

‘Apnis [euosiad selIA 0jul oOo|
03 a1ns 9q dn Aem ay3 uQ
"90rds UONIqIYX3 UB SIsNOY
MoU 11 ‘91.3S3 3sINy3uIssiS

9Y3 JO 2J3U3D 33 USYI SEM I
S,09S] Y3 Ul J[ing "SUOJE SMIIA
9y3 Joj quuIjd 9Y3 Y1IOM SI JamOo]
a3 ‘dol ay3 03 sdais g/ UM

-asaydsowse ay3 dn Supjeos
BJOS 33 uo yosad pue 199y
1noA yo 3ySiom ay3 e

“J1 pasn aAeY pjnom Asyj se
pajuasaud si 3] "s9|qeIs wiiey
Sy3 Wolj way3 Aq pa1IaAuod
sem Areiqi| ay3 wooy 3ig, ay3
SEB p|OJeH PUE BJIA O] UMOUD|

"9oueUD UIPIES Y] I8
pJeoqoe|q 2yl uo sayepdn Jejngal
10} IN0 %007 “JUIDS PUE SINOJOD
‘Qwayos Suinueyd J1ay3 Ul JUAIYIP
AJOA YoBD SWOOJ, [BIIAIS dIB UL |
'S199)UN|OA AueW pUE SIaUP.IES

JO wea) © Aq 191Je payoo|

MOU S uapJeS 3y ] "UOS|ODIN
Pl0JeH pUEB 1S9M-3][!AOBS BUA

AQ S,0€61 2U3 Ul pa1eaId IS4

A101SIH udpJen)

HIEAN SN 01 $59208 & St _.

NIEA PURJULLIE] 01 §53008

Get in touch...

Sissinghurst Castle
Biddenden Road,
near Cranbrook
Kent, TN17 2AB

01580 710701
sissinghurst@nationaltrust.org.uk

... and stay in touch

j Sissinghurst Castle - National Trust

Y @SissinghurstNT

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sissinghurst

For alternative formats, please
call us on 01580 710700 or email
sissinghurst@nationaltrust.org.uk

National
© National Trust 2013. Trust
The National Trust is a Registered Charity, no. 205846.
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A quick introduction

Vita Sackville-West and Harold
Nicolson moved to Sissinghurst
Castle in 1932 and started
creating the now world-famous
garden at the heart of the estate.

However, Sissinghurst actually
began life as a Saxon pig farm and
within a few years had become

a small moated manor house,
lived in by a family who shared
their name with the place; the de
Saxingherstes. Nothing remains
today of the original house except
for part of the moat.

By the late 16th century the site
had been transformed by the
affluent Baker family who built
a magnificent Renaissance
courtyard house, complete with
vaulted gallery, 37 fireplaces and
tower at its centre.

Leased to the government during
the Seven Years War (1756-1763),

Sissinghurst was used as a prison
camp for 3000 captured French
sailors who largely destroyed

the house. It is from this period
that Sissinghurst became known
as Chateau de Sissingherst or
Sissinghurst Castle.

In 1796 the Parish of Cranbrook
took out a lease on Sissinghurst
Castle Farm, creating a poor
house where up to 100 men
were offered housing,
employment and food.

By the 1800’s Sissinghurst was
home to the Mann Cornwallis
family who repaired the
remaining buildings, leaving their
legacy on the tower weather
vanes marked ‘MC 1839’.

Today Sissinghurst is also a
working farm with cattle, sheep
and pigs and home to rare species
of wild flowers, insects and birds.



Map of the Sissinghurst Estate ] Some of
| | Sissinghurst’s
best bits

If you don’t have time to see absolutely
everything today, then here’s a few suggestions
we think might interest you:
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... for curious minds

Learn about Vita and Harold’s life in
our exhibitions.

Tower & Gardens Don’t miss Vita’s writing room in the tower.

Perch on the sofa in the library and immerse
yourself in literary history.

Join one of our daily talks to learn about
aspects of Sissinghurst.

... for foodies

Learn about the good life whilst strolling
around our working vegetable garden.

Pop in to the restaurant to taste our home-
grown food.

Take a relaxing stroll through our working farm
to see what animals you can see.

Rounds
Hill Wood

... for families

Borrow exploring packs from visitor reception.
Re-charge your batteries with our family menus.

Pick up our garden quiz from visitor reception
when you arrive.

... for explorers

Follow the path down and around the lakes.

Grab your binoculars and head down to our
bird hide.

Seek out stunning views at the edges of
our estate.

Key:
IE Car Park

[i] Information & Tickets

@ WC and Baby Change Facilities
Accessible WC

Viewpoint

... for more ideas of what
{ k= to see throughout the
------ Lake Walk (1 mile) . ] . : ) = =
e e bl B | year, come and talk to
+=eses Farmland Walk (1'/2 miles) \ ; = : . us in the Visitor Reception

Fcotpathh
to Sissinghurst

===~ Easier access to Lakes

to Sissinghurst
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