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OPENING TIMES 
 

Summer (1 Apr 2019 to 30 Sept 2019)  
Mon to Sun 9.30am to 5.30pm

Winter (1 Oct 2019 to 31 Mar 2020)  
Mon to Sun 10am to 4pm

Last entry 30 mins before closing (5pm in summer and 
3.30pm in winter), except at Dumbarton Castle, Fort George, 
Linlithgow Palace and Skara Brae where it is 45 mins before 
closing (4.45pm in summer and 3.15pm in winter). Last entry 
to Stirling Castle is 45 mins before closing (5.15pm in summer 
and 4.15pm in winter). Last entry to Urquhart Castle is 45 mins 
before closing (5.15pm, 1 Apr to 31 May; 7.15pm, 1 Jun to 31 Aug; 
5.15pm in Sept; 4.15pm in Oct and 3.45pm 1 Nov to 31 Mar). 
Last entry to Stanley Mills is 4.30pm in Summer and 3pm in 
Oct and last entry to Edinburgh Castle is 1 hour before closing 
(5pm in Summer and 4pm in Winter).

Some of our sites may close for a short period over lunch. 
This will be marked next to their entry in the handbook.

Opening times and admission prices are correct at time 
of publishing, but may be liable to change. See page 10  
for further information. 

Very occasionally in the case of adverse weather conditions a 
property may need to close at short notice. In these instances 
please call the site before setting off to confirm that it is safe 
to visit or check historicenvironment.scot/closures  
#hsclosure

WELCOME 

...to your Historic Scotland Membership 
Handbook and welcome to a whole host  
of special historic places just waiting to be 
discovered. Why not make 2019 your year 
to visit somewhere new, or attend one of 
our exciting events across the country?

Your handbook can be used alongside  
the Historic Scotland app, which is 
continually updated with a wealth of 
seasonal and topical information on  
the people and stories of our nation.  
If you haven’t already done so,  
download today!

 

From walks with the Orkney Rangers  
in the north, to spectacular knights  
and their jousting tournament at 
Caerlaverock Castle in the south,  
there’s plenty to keep your diary busy.

historicenvironment.scot/member

TRACK YOUR VISITS
We've added boxes to each site listing in the 
index pages at the back of the handbook, for you 
to mark off when you've visited one of our sites.

KEY

Toilets

Visitor Centre

Disabled toilets

Shop

Restaurant/café

Display on history

Children’s quiz

Accessible by public transport

Guided tours

Dogs not permitted

Car parking

Bus parking

Picnic area

Self service tea/coffee

Strong footwear recommended

Bicycle rack

Site or parts of site may be closed at 
lunch time - please call in advance

Mobility scooter available

Green Tourism 
award level
Quality Assurance 
grade

Water refill scheme



historicenvironment.scot/daysout 

This handbook is organised into 
eleven areas and properties are listed 
alphabetically within each region.
For more information on our properties 
visit our website or download our 
Historic Scotland app.

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY
Pgs 26-33

THE WESTERN ISLES
Pgs 78-79

ORKNEY ISLANDS
Pgs 80-87

SHETLAND
Pgs 88-89

PERTHSHIRE, KINROSS & ANGUS
Pgs 58-65

NORTH & GRAMPIAN
Pgs 66-77

THE SCOTTISH BORDERS
Pgs 22-25

THE KINGDOM OF FIFE
Pgs 54-57

EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
Pgs 12-21

GLASGOW, CLYDE & AYRSHIRE
Pgs 34-41

CENTRAL & WEST
Pgs 42-53
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

FREE ENTRY
Show your valid membership card for free entry to all 
staffed Historic Scotland properties. There is fast-track 
entry for members visiting Edinburgh and Stirling 
castles. Members should go straight to the scanning 
area at the respective property.

HISTORIC SCOTLAND EVENTS
Members get free entry to over 400 Historic Scotland 
daytime events, which form an exciting year-round 
programme. See page 7 for more details.

20% RETAIL DISCOUNT
Save money in Historic Scotland shops  
at our properties and online at  
historicenvironment.scot/shop  

•	 �Your online discount code will be issued in your 
quarterly magazine and monthly emails

�•	 ��The discount does not apply to certain products 
including alcohol, phone cards, stamps, discounted 
items, promotions, U-Star photos and single-use bags

�•	 ��The discount does not apply at Broughty Castle, 
Calanais Standing Stones, Dundonald Castle, 
Kinnaird Head Castle and Lighthouse and the 
Museum of Scottish Lighthouses, Skaill House, 
Torphichen Preceptory or The Whithorn Story 
Exhibition

There’s also 20% discount on prints and high-resolution 
digital images on online orders for personal/non- 
commercial use from Canmore, the National Record 
of the Historic Environment. Visit canmore.org.uk 
and enter the discount code HES1118 at the checkout.

QUARTERLY MEMBERS’ MAGAZINE
Keeps you informed with features on history,  
heritage, conservation and places to visit. 
The magazine will also keep you up to date 
with events throughout the year.

10% CAFÉ DISCOUNT
Members enjoy an exclusive discount at all Historic 
Scotland cafés. Simply show your membership card 
and get money off our scrumptious sandwiches, light 
meals, homemade cakes and hot and cold drinks.

•	 �The discount does not apply at the cafés at 
Calanais Standing Stones, Dundonald Castle, 
Kinnaird Head Castle and Lighthouse and 
the Museum of Scottish Lighthouses or 
The Whithorn Story Exhibition

•	 �Please note some of our smaller cafés may not  
accept credit/debit cards. Call before visiting

20% DISCOUNT ON ANNUAL  
GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Historic Scotland membership makes a great  
gift for Christmas, birthdays or any special  
occasion. For more details see page 9,  
visit historicenvironment.scot/member  
or call 0131 668 8999

20% DISCOUNT ON AUDIO GUIDES
Available at Edinburgh Castle on production  
of a valid membership card.

For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/member

Right. Meet characters from the past at one of 
over 400 daytime events across the country.
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ADDITIONAL BENEFITS  
FOR LIFE MEMBERS
Each life member can take 2 adults or up to  
6 accompanying children (aged 5-15 years) or a 
combination of 1 adult and up to 3 accompanying 
children as guests to Historic Scotland properties 
free of charge.

Life members get free entry to English Heritage, 
Cadw and Manx National Heritage sites immediately 
on joining. At English Heritage and Cadw sites,  
the guest allowance is 1 adult or 6 children.  
At Manx National Heritage sites the allowance  
is for 6 accompanying children.

DATA PROTECTION
All information that we hold concerning you  
as an individual will be held and processed by  
Historic Environment Scotland as part of our  
contract with you. This is in accordance with the 
provisions in current data protection legislation.  
Visit historicenvironment.scot/member-privacy  
for full details about how we use your data, and to 
find out more about your rights under the legislation.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Simply sign your card(s) to validate, and be aware 
of the following conditions:

•	 ��Cards must be shown on entry at staffed 
properties and at the till before making any 
purchases

•	� �Anyone without a valid card will be charged 
normal prices, which are non-refundable

•	� ��For joint memberships, each adult member 
must show their card for entry and other 
benefits

•	� �For membership categories including children,  
each card admits one adult/concession plus  
6 children aged 5-15 years

•	� �Cards are only valid for the member  
named on card

•	� ��Children under the age of 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult

•	� ��You may be asked to provide proof of 
identification for entrance

•	� ��Membership is a consumer product and  
cannot be used for commercial purposes

•	� ��If you lose your card, call 0131 668 8999  
or email us at members@hes.scot and  
we will send you a replacement

•	� �Please let us know if you change address and we 
can keep your membership record up to date

 
Note Historic Environment Scotland reserves the right to 
vary the terms and conditions and benefits of membership 
at any time. Any changes will be notified in your quarterly 
magazine. To view our full terms and conditions, visit 
historicenvironment.scot/member

Tel: 0131 668 8999 historicenvironment.scot/member

MEMBERSHIP CARD

Signature

This card is not transferable
M

ade from
 biodegradable m

aterials

Historic Environment Scotland – Scottish Charity No SC0459925



TAKE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FURTHER
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Take your membership card on 
holiday with you and enjoy discounted 
entry to English Heritage, Cadw and 
Manx National Heritage properties. 

Renewal and life members can  
enjoy free entry while new annual 
members get in for half price.

ENGLISH HERITAGE
From great family day trips with the children to 
inspirational visits for the real history buff, days out 
with English Heritage will stay with you long after 
you’ve visited. With over 400 historic places to visit 
including abbeys, castles, ruins, stately homes and 
palaces, there’s something for everyone.
 
The Engine House, Fire Fly Avenue, Swindon SN2 2EH
Telephone 0370 333 1181 
english-heritage.org.uk 

Properties include:
•	 Stonehenge (timed ticketing applies)
•	 Dover Castle
•	 Audley End House and Gardens
•	 Belsay Hall Castle and Gardens
•	 Lindisfarne Priory
•	 Kenilworth Castle and Elizabethan Garden
•	 Carlisle Castle
•	 Hadrian’s Wall plus hundreds more...

For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/member Above. Kenilworth Castle and Elizabethan Garden.
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CADW
Cadw is the Welsh Government’s historic environment 
service, working for an accessible and well-protected 
historic environment for Wales. Magnificent 
monuments such as castles, abbeys, historic houses 
and ancient burial chambers are just a few of the 
things you can see in Wales. Cadw’s aims are to 
conserve Wales’s heritage, and to help people 
understand and care about their local history. 

Plas Carew, Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed, Parc Nantgarw, 
Cardiff CF15 7QQ
Telephone 0300 0256 000 
gov.wales/cadw

Over 130 sites including:
•	 Caerphilly Castle
•	 Castell Coch
•	 Raglan Castle
•	 Strata Florida Abbey
•	 Tintern Abbey

World Heritage sites:
•	 Beaumaris Castle
•	 Caernarfon Castle
•	 Conwy Castle 
•	 Harlech Castle
•	 Blaenavon Ironworks

Historic sites include:
•	 The Laxey Wheel
•	 Rushen Abbey
•	 Castle Rushen
•	� The Old Grammar 

School
•	 Manx Museum

•	 Grove Museum
•	 Peel Castle
•	 House of Manannan
•	 Cregneash Village
•	 Nautical Museum 
•	� The Old House  

of Keys

MANX NATIONAL HERITAGE
The Isle of Man is ideal for a peaceful short break.  
The island’s national heritage sites operated by Manx 
National Heritage range from Viking ruins to medieval 
castles and the world’s largest working waterwheel.
All Historic Scotland members will receive free entry 
to all Manx properties on presentation of a valid 
membership card. N.B. Entry to special events may 
incur an additional charge.

Kingswood Grove Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 3LY
Telephone 01624 648 000 
manxnationalheritage.im

Above. The Laxey Wheel.Above. Harlech Castle.
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DISCOUNTED ENTRY FOR MEMBERS

The following visitor attractions  
offer discounted entry to members. 
To qualify for the discount simply 
show your membership card on entry.

Please note that Life Member guest allowances  
do not apply at these sites. 

Discounts are valid until 31 March 2020. For opening 
times and further information please contact the 
organisation directly.

PALACE OF HOLYROODHOUSE  
AND THE QUEEN’S GALLERY
Her Majesty The Queen’s official residence in Scotland 
and the purpose-built gallery with state of the art 
facilities. Visit the 17th century royal apartments,  
Mary, Queen of Scots’ chambers, the ruins of the 
Abbey and exquisite works of art from the Royal 
Collection. 20% discount on admission to the Palace 
of Holyroodhouse and The Queen’s Gallery.  
 
Canongate, Royal Mile, Edinburgh  
Telephone 0303 123 7306 

 
NATIONAL MINING MUSEUM 
SCOTLAND
This A-listed complex is recognised as one of the 
finest surviving examples of a Victorian colliery in 
Europe. Now a five-star visitor attraction, the museum 
tells the story of coal for Scotland through guided 
and/or self-guided tours, exhibitions, recreated 
underground roadway and coalface and Big Stuff  
– Massive Mining Machinery tour. 2 for 1 on admission. 

Lady Victoria Colliery, Newtongrange  
Telephone 0131 663 7519 

DUMFRIES HOUSE
This grand property situated within 2,000 acres  
of scenic Ayrshire countryside is widely  
acknowledged as one of the most architecturally-
significant stately homes within the UK.  
25% discount on the House tour. 
 
Cumnock, Ayrshire  
Telephone 01290 425 959

For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/member

Left. The Darnley Jewel. Image courtesy of Royal Collection Trust/ 
© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2019.
Right. Spectacular Jousting event, Linlithgow Palace.



OUR EVENTS
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This year experience an events programme like no 
other, from Easter trails across the country to the 
returning spectacle of jousting knights at two  
of our iconic properties.

We’ll have hundreds of events taking place across  
the country at castles, palaces and other fantastic 
properties.

To receive the members’ monthly events email,  
please register for the members’ only website at 
historicenvironment.scot/member

2019 HIGHLIGHTS
Unicorn, Stirling Castle  
6 and 7 Apr

�The Rock of Ages, Dumbarton Castle  
8 and 9 Jun

�Spectacular Jousting, Linlithgow Palace  
29 and 30 Jun

�Spectacular Jousting, Caerlaverock Castle  
27 and 28 Jul

Festival at the Fort, Fort George  
10 and 11 Aug

FREE ENTRY FOR MEMBERS  
TO OVER 400 DAYTIME EVENTS
Pick up an Events Guide at any Historic Scotland 
property. Check out your quarterly magazine, 
sign up to our email newsletter for more 
information on events in your area, or visit 
historicenvironment.scot/whats-on

For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/whats-on
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CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT

QUALITY ASSURANCE
		�  Visitor facilities at Historic Scotland staffed 

properties are assessed by VisitScotland  
and graded on a five star scale. 

GREEN TOURISM
Historic Environment Scotland is committed  
to protecting the historic and natural environment. 
Many of our properties in care are assessed in 
sustainability through the Green Tourism Business 
Scheme. 

		  Look out for this symbol beside the properties. 

Some of the main elements considered within the 
scheme include transport, bicycle use and recycling 
and waste. See green-tourism.co.uk

RECYCLING/WASTE
All goods are recycled where possible at Historic 
Scotland’s properties. Please be considerate to the 
environment when visiting our properties and recycle 
any rubbish you may have at the closest facilities. 
Please ask staff about this.

TRANSPORT
We encourage the use of public transport for trips  
to Historic Scotland’s properties, please consider 
alternative means of transport when planning  
your visit.

		�  Properties which are accessible by public 
transport are indicated by the symbol shown.

For more information about transport providers  
visit travelinescotland.com or follow the link  
on our website.

For local transport information, please call the  
site and our staff will do their best to help.

BICYCLE
Call the SUSTRANS information line on  
0845 11 30 065 or go to sustrans.org.uk

WATER REFILL SCHEME
		�  We are partnered with the Refill scheme  

in a bid to help tackle plastic pollution and 
promote hydration by allowing people to  
fill up their water bottles for free at our sites 
and cafés. Look out for the icon shown for 
participating properties.

For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/member Above. Broch of Gurness, Orkney.



For more information visit  
historicenvironment.scot/member

LOOKING FOR A GIFT
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INTRODUCE FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Spread the word about how great Historic Scotland 
membership is. Introduce family and friends to 
Historic Scotland membership and they will get  
20% off a new annual membership. 

New members can join at any staffed Historic 
Scotland property if you are there to show  
your membership card, or they can call us  
on 0131 668 8999 quoting your name and  
membership number. 

Terms and conditions apply, see our website for 
details: historicenvironment.scot/member

Above. Display on history, Stirling Castle.

GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Membership makes a great gift for Christmas, 
birthdays, retirement or any special occasion.  
A special gift pack can be sent directly to you  
or we can send your gift to the recipient  
complete with your personal message. 

Existing members get a 20% discount on all  
new annual memberships purchased as a gift. 

To order your gift visit our website 
historicenvironment.scot/member  
or call us on 0131 668 8999

Make sure you are registered and logged into  
our website to get your 20% discount. 

Please note gift memberships are not available  
at our properties. Terms and conditions apply,  
see our website for details.



OPENING TIMES
Summer (1 Apr 2019 to 30 Sept 2019)  
Mon to Sun 9.30am to 5.30pm
Winter (1 Oct 2019 to 31 Mar 2020)  
Mon to Sun 10am to 4pm

These are general times and some properties have 
special opening times shown against their entry.  
Last entry 30 mins before closing, except at Stirling, 
Urquhart and Dumbarton castles, Fort George, Skara 
Brae and Linlithgow Palace where it is 45 mins before 
closing. At Edinburgh Castle and Stanley Mills, last 
entry is 1 hour before closing.

All properties are closed on 25th and 26th December. 
All properties are closed on 1st and 2nd Jan with the 
exception of Edinburgh, Stirling and Urquhart castles 
which will remain open. Please call for opening hours 
or check online.

	�	�  Some of our properties may close for a short 
period over lunch. This will be marked next  
to their entry in the handbook.

Properties run by organisations in partnership  
with Historic Environment Scotland may not offer 
Historic Scotland members’ retail and café discount  
or accept Euro notes.
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USING THIS GUIDE

AREAS
Scotland has been divided into areas ranging from  
the Scottish Borders in the south to Shetland in the 
north. See the map on page 1. A full alphabetical  
index of all sites can be found on pages 92-95.

Each property in this guide has been allocated  
a unique map reference number. You can view  
the regional maps at the start of each section for 
more information about specific property locations.

WORLD HERITAGE SITES
Properties with World Heritage recognition feature  
a UNESCO logo. The ranger service for the Orkney 
WHS can be reached on 01856 841 732

ROAD DIRECTIONS
Directions to all properties are included. We include 
postcodes for our staffed properties or Ordnance 
Survey grid references for those without postcodes. 
These will enable you to locate properties using  
either web-based route-finder sites or Ordnance 
Survey maps.

SAFETY
Visiting some properties can involve a fair amount  
of walking over uneven ground. Sensible footwear  
is recommended. Watch out for wet grass and  
wet wooden footbridges.

Some of our rural properties are located in farmland 
and may include access through areas with livestock.
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ADMISSION PRICES
Valid between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020.  
Prices may vary for major events.

The concession rate applies to over 60s, and visitors 
receiving state benefits. Children under the age of 16 
must be accompanied by an adult. Children under 5 
admitted free.

Opening times and admission prices are correct at  
the time of publication, but may be liable to change.

CAR PARKING
Car parking is free to visitors at most properties  
for the length of your visit. Please note parking  
is for individual use when visiting the property.

�•	� Parking is not available at Edinburgh Castle.  
We do provide limited parking for drivers with  
a Blue Disabled Badge. Please call 0131 225 9846 
prior to your visit

�•	� £2 charge applies to car parking at Stirling Castle  
in summer (£4 for non-members). Parking in 
winter is free for members, just show your 
membership card to our car park staff on arrival. 
Please note we do not have space to accommodate 
vehicles with trailers, caravans or mobile homes

�•	� Charges are also made at Holyrood Park and 
Melrose Abbey. Members are not exempt  
from this charge

VISITORS WITH DISABILITIES
		�  This symbol indicates that mobility scooters  

are available for use at the property.

		�  This symbol indicates where there are toilets 
suitable for wheelchair users.

Hearing induction loops are available at most sites. 
Other facilities for people with a disability are 
indicated in the property descriptions. For fuller, 
regularly updated descriptions of the facilities 
available at sites please view our Access Guide online:  
historicenvironment.scot/access

DOGS
Dogs on leads are permitted at some but not all 
properties. Dogs must be kept on a lead and should 
not be left unattended (including in vehicles on site). 
Where dogs are allowed, they are not permitted into 
roofed areas such as gift shops, cafés, some castles  
or visitor centres. If you are unsure of access, please 
call the property in advance of your visit. Assistance 
dogs are permitted at all sites and are permitted in  
all parts of the property.

		�  This symbol indicates properties  
where dogs are not permitted.

SECURITY
We would like to make members aware that random 
bag searches may be in place at Edinburgh and 
Stirling castles as well as some of our other properties 
or events. Bag size restrictions may also be in place. 
Members are asked to check online for further 
information at historicenvironment.scot/daysout  
and we would like to thank you for your cooperation 
in ensuring our properties are safe and secure for all.Below. Caerlaverock Castle.
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1               
★★★★

BLACKNESS CASTLE
Step inside a largely intact late-medieval castle whose 
powerful defences once guarded the Firth of Forth. 
Known as the ‘ship that never sailed’ for its boat-like 
shape, Blackness Castle was built in the 1400s for  
Sir George Crichton, Admiral of Scotland.

The tall curtain walls contain clues to its many guises: 
luxurious residence, royal castle, heavily defended 
coastal stronghold, jail for political prisoners and 
Victorian ammunitions depot. In later years, it has 
been a popular filming location, appearing in 
Outlander, Outlaw King and Mary, Queen of Scots.

You can explore its three main towers and its elevated 
wall-walk. Outside, you can picnic in its grounds, enjoy 
remarkable views and ramble on the rocky foreshore.

•	 4m NE of Linlithgow on the Firth of Forth,  
	 off the A904 
•	 Grid NT 055 803 Postcode EH49 7NH 
•	 Telephone 01506 834 807 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
2          ★★★★

CAIRNPAPPLE HILL
Stand on a once-sacred hilltop where people first held 
rituals and raised monuments some 5,500 years ago. 
Visit a Neolithic henge, see the site of a great timber 
circle and descend into a Bronze Age cist grave  
(now covered by a modern dome). The panoramic 
views stretch from the Bass Rock in the east to the  
Isle of Arran in the west. 

•	� 3m N of Bathgate, 1m from Torphichen,  
5m S of Linlithgow 

•	 Grid NS 987 717 
•	 Telephone 01506 634 622 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 
•	 Open summer only – guided tours are available 
	 during the summer season 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

 

3    

CASTLELAW HILL FORT
The ramparts of this impressive Iron Age hill fort are 
set into the beautiful Pentland Hills. Explore the site 
before plunging below the ancient stronghold into  
a subterranean passage or cellar.

•	 On Castle Knowe, about 1m NW of Glencorse 
	 or 2.5m SW from Lothianburn Junction on the 
	 City Bypass, off the A702 
•	 Grid NT 229 638 

 
4   

CHESTERS HILL FORT 
Climb around the maze-like ramparts of one of the 
best-preserved hill forts in the country. You can still 
trace the outlines of individual homes in this Iron Age 
settlement, overlooking fertile farmland.

•	� 1m S of Drem off the B1377
•	 Grid NT 507 782 

 
5

CORSTORPHINE DOVECOT
This beautifully-preserved ‘beehive’ dovecot once 
supplied pigeons and eggs to the residents of the 
long-gone Corstorphine Castle. View exterior only.

•	� In Dovecot Road off Saughton Road N leading  
to and from Corstorphine High Street, Edinburgh

•	 Grid NT 200 725

1
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6               
★★★★ 

CRAIGMILLAR CASTLE
Admire city views from the high ramparts of 
Edinburgh’s ‘other castle’, play hide-and-seek in  
its labyrinth of chambers, or picnic in its grounds. 
Begun in the late 1300s or 1400s by the powerful 
Prestons (and once featuring a P-shaped fishpond) 
Craigmillar Castle was later acquired and extended  
by the Gilmour family. 

In 1479, Craigmillar was a prison for John Stewart,  
Earl of Mar, younger brother of James III. But the  
castle is famous above all as a retreat for Mary,  
Queen of Scots, and the focus of a plot to murder  
her husband Darnley. Its profile is dominated by  
its remarkably complete inner curtain wall. In recent 
years Craigmillar has appeared on the big and small 
screen in Outlander and Outlaw King.

•	 2.5m SE of Edinburgh off the A7 
•	 Grid NT 289 709 Postcode EH16 4SY 
•	 Telephone 0131 661 4445 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
7         ★★★★

CRICHTON CASTLE
Overlooking the beautiful Tyne valley, Crichton has 
been home to medieval lords and Renaissance 
noblemen. Its sturdy tower of the late 1300s stands  
by a sophisticated façade created 200 years later.

Crichton hosted a spectacular wedding attended  
by Mary, Queen of Scots. The castle’s ruins, framed  
by a secluded valley, were celebrated by writer  
Sir Walter Scott and artist J.M.W. Turner. 

•	� 2.5m SSW of Pathhead off the A68 
•	 Grid NT 380 611 Postcode EH37 5XA 
•	 Telephone 01875 320 017 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
8            

 ★★★★

DIRLETON CASTLE AND 
GARDENS
Discover a long and eventful history in these 
well-preserved medieval ruins. Cross the moat 
guarded by high walls and an imposing tower, 
glancing up at the ‘murder hole’ above your head. 
Look for the vaulted ceiling inside the tower  
of the 1240s, the grim prison and pit and the  
1550s ‘beehive’ dovecote. Discover stories of  
sieges, nobility and witchcraft.

Dirleton is celebrated for the beauty of its grounds. 
Enjoy the Arts and Crafts garden, at its peak in the 
summer, and the Victorian formal garden, particularly 
impressive in early autumn.

•	 In Dirleton village, 3m W of North Berwick 
	 on the A198 
•	 Grid NT 516 839 Postcode EH39 5ER 
•	 Telephone 01620 850 330 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

6
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9   

DOON HILL 
This hillside site has proved an archaeological puzzle 
since its televised excavation in the 1960s. We now 
know that Scotland’s first farmers raised a great 
timber hall here some 6,000 years ago. Its outlines 
and other features are marked out on the site.

•	� 2m S of Dunbar off the A1, walk 200 metres 
up hillside from farm track

•	 Grid NT 686 755

10  

DUNGLASS COLLEGIATE 
CHURCH
Admire the surprisingly well-preserved sculptures 
inside this stone-vaulted medieval church. Built for  
Sir Alexander Home in about 1443, it later survived 
being on the front line during the War of the Rough 
Wooing in the 1540s. 

•	 1m NW of Cockburnspath off the A1  
•	 Grid NT 766 718 

 
11  

EAGLE ROCK, CRAMOND
A weather-worn carving of a Roman eagle on a 
beachside rock, thought to date from the 2nd or  
3rd century AD. Nearby Drum Sands is internationally 
important for waders and winter fowl.

•	� On the shore of the Forth about 0.25m W  
of Cramond off the A90. Access via pathway  
from South Queensferry (under rail bridge)  
into Dalmeny Castle estate 

•	 Grid NT 184 774 

7

8
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12

Fast track entry 
Members get fast track entry to Edinburgh Castle. 
Simply make your way into the castle and your 
membership card will be scanned.



Top 10 highlights  
1 	� The Crown Room – where the nation’s treasures  

are kept, including the Stone of Destiny

2 	�The Great Hall – a huge venue built for James IV  
in the 1500s for feasts and state occasions, with the 
original hammerbeam roof, decorated corbels and  
a fabulous display of arms and armour

3 	�Royal Palace – birthplace of James VI

4 	�St Margaret’s Chapel – the oldest building in 
Edinburgh, built by David I to commemorate  
his mother 

5 	�Prisons of War – an atmospheric recreation of the 
life of prisoners at the end of the 18th century

6 	�Mons Meg – could fire a 150kg stone for up to 
3.2km (2 miles)

7 	�The One o’Clock Gun – the famous time signal  
has been fired daily since 1861 except on Sundays, 
Christmas Day and Good Friday

8 	��The Scottish National War Memorial – a sombre 
and beautiful shrine to those who gave their lives  
in conflicts from the First World War onwards

9 	�The National War Museum – and individual 
regimental museums

10 �Panoramic views – stunning views across the capital

Visit 
•	� Take a tour of the castle with one of our 

experienced guides

•	� Entertain the kids with our special children’s quiz 
available in 14 languages

•	� Enjoy lunch or a traditional afternoon tea in our 
Redcoat Café or Castle Tea Rooms using your  
10% members’ discount. Taste the best of Scotland’s 
produce prepared by our award-winning caterers

•	� Visit the castle’s shops and bring home some  
lovely gifts, taking full advantage of your 20% 
members’ discount

•	� Limited parking for drivers with blue disabled 
badge – call site for availability and to book

•	� Steep inclines and steps – mobility vehicle available, 
call 0131 225 9846 prior to visiting

•	� For reasons of ease of movement, visitor safety  
and general security, suitcases and large rucksacks 
are not permitted in the castle. We may carry out 
random bag searches at the castle entrance as  
part of our security screening process

12              
 ★★★★★

EDINBURGH CASTLE
A mighty fortress, the defender of the nation and  
a world-famous visitor attraction – Edinburgh Castle  
has dominated the skyline for centuries. And the high 
volcanic rock on which it stands has been occupied  
for thousands of years. The castle’s powerful stone 
walls have endured more sieges than any other in 
Europe, and its sumptuous apartments were an 
important residence of Scottish kings and queens.

Today it is home to the Honours of Scotland (Crown 
Jewels), the Stone of Destiny, three military museums, 
the National War Memorial, the Fight for the Castle 
1286–1356 exhibition, the Prisons of War exhibition  
and much more besides.

With more than 2 million visitors a year, from across 
the globe, the castle offers a fabulous day out –  
an experience not to be missed. 

•	 In Edinburgh, at the top of the Royal Mile 
•	 Postcode EH1 2NG 
•	 Telephone 0131 225 9846 
•	 Open all year. 1 Apr to 30 Sept 9.30am to 6pm,  
	 1 Oct to 31 Mar 9.30am to 5pm. Last entry 1 hour  
	 before closing. Closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
	 Visit the website for New Year opening times.  
	 Please note that opening times for independent  
	 museums may vary 
•	 Adult £19.50 (£17.50 advance) Child £11.50 
	 (£10.50 advance) Concession £16 (£14 advance) 
•	 Visit our website: edinburghcastle.scot

17
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13   

HAILES CASTLE
This beautifully-sited ruin incorporates a fortified 
manor built in the 1200s, and later extended.  
Mary, Queen of Scots stayed here briefly before  
her marriage to Bothwell.

•	 1.5m SW of East Linton, off the A199  
	 (exit A1 from Haddington [E-bound]  
	 or Dunbar [W-bound]) 
•	 Grid NT 574 757 

 
14   

HOLYROOD ABBEY
The nave of the abbey church, built in the 1100s  
and 1200s for Augustinian canons and later adapted. 
Other parts of the abbey survive in the palace garden.

•	 At the foot of the Canongate, Edinburgh,  
	 in the grounds of the Palace of Holyroodhouse 
•	 Charge for entrance to the Palace of Holyroodhouse 
	 and The Queen’s Gallery (20% discount for 
	 members on production of your membership card) 

 
15          

HOLYROOD PARK 
Enjoy wild and dramatic countryside in the heart  
of the city. As well as abundant and varied wildlife,  
this former royal park has many human stories to tell:  
of holy visions and royal celebrations, of radical 
protestors and grisly murders, of hidden treasure  
and Jacobite troops. It offers great walking routes, 
providing superb views over the city, as well as 
extraordinary rock formations, four Iron Age hillfort 
sites, two holy wells and the enigmatic ruin of  
St Anthony’s Chapel.

Our ranger service is on hand to help you enjoy  
your visit, and you can find helpful information  
in our visitor centre and shop.

•	 In Edinburgh, E of Holyrood Palace and Abbey 
•	 Grid NT 277 733 
•	 Telephone 0131 652 8150 
•	 Visitor Centre and shop located opposite the 
	 Scottish Parliament and Palace of Holyroodhouse 
•	 Look out for our ranger events happening 
	 throughout the year. Visit historicenvironment.scot/ 
	 ranger-service for details

16           ★★★★

INCHCOLM ABBEY AND ISLAND
Escape by boat to an island in the Firth of Forth,  
home to one of the most complete medieval abbeys  
in Scotland. It was founded by King David I after his 
elder brother Alexander I was stranded here in 1123. 

Explore the near-complete cloisters and chapter house 
and drink in views from the bell tower. Elsewhere on 
the island are wartime fortifications. Look out for seals 
from the ferry. Access to parts of the island may  
be restricted between May and August when  
some seabirds aggressively protect their young.

•	 On Inchcolm in the Firth of Forth 
•	 Grid NT 189 826 
•	 Postcode EH30 9TB 
	 (Hawes Pier, South Queensferry) 
•	 Telephone 01383 823 332 / 07836 265 146 
•	 Access by ferry: Forth Tours on 0870 118 1866, 
	 forthtours.com or Maid of the Forth on  
	 0131 331 5000, maidoftheforth.co.uk 
•	 Open 1 Apr to 31 Oct 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 No water supply for drinking. Hand sanitiser 
	 available for hand-washing 
•	 The ferries are not operated by HES and a charge  
	 will apply. Please show membership card when  
	 purchasing tickets to ensure the abbey entrance  
	 fee is deducted 
•	 When booking online, please only book the boat 

18 EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
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17  

LAUDERDALE AISLE,  
ST MARY’S CHURCH
The former sacristy of a great parish church, built in 
the 1400s, containing a splendid marble monument  
of the early 1600s with alabaster effigies. 

•	 In Haddington on the A1 
•	 Grid NT 518 736 
•	 Open 1 May to 30 Sept and Easter Weekend, 
	 Sun to Fri 1.30pm to 4pm and Sat 11am to 4pm 

 
18             

 ★★★★

LINLITHGOW PALACE
One of Scotland’s most spectacular ruins, where 
visitors walk in the footsteps of royalty. This was the 
birthplace of Mary, Queen of Scots, and of her father 
James V. Visit the great hall where monarchs hosted 
banquets, tour James IV’s suite of chambers or say a 
prayer in the private oratory of James V. You can see 
the elaborate, restored fountain in action every Sunday 
in July and August – it reputedly flowed with wine 
when Bonnie Prince Charlie visited.

The high towers look down over the palace’s grounds 
– the Peel – and Linlithgow Loch, an important refuge 
for wildlife. You can explore both on well-surfaced 
paths. A statue of Mary, Queen of Scots stands close  
to the palace. The palace has recently been in the 
spotlight as a film location for TV’s Outlander and the 
film Outlaw King.

Our ranger service operates on site. Our popular 
Jousting event takes place here on 29 and  
30 June 2019. 

•	 In Linlithgow off the M9 
•	 Postcode EH49 7AL 
•	 Telephone 01506 842 896 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £9 Child £5.40 Concession £7.20 
•	 Last ticket sold 45 mins before closing 
•	 Toilets may not be available if function in progress

19  

ORMISTON MARKET CROSS
A fine free-standing cross, constructed in the 1400s  
to signify the right of the inhabitants to hold a market.

•	 In the village of Ormiston, 2m S of Tranent  
	 off the A1 
•	 Grid NT 414 692 

 
20  

PRESTON MARKET CROSS
Constructed in the 1600s, this is the only surviving 
cross of its kind on its original site. Surmounted  
with a stone unicorn, it also houses a prison. 

•	 0.5m S of Prestonpans off the Coast Road or  
	 0.5m NE of the B1361 near the railway station 
•	 Grid NT 391 740 

 
21  

ST MARTIN’S KIRK, 
HADDINGTON
The ruined nave of a once splendid Romanesque 
church, altered in the 1200s. Associated with the 
Cistercian nunnery St Mary’s, near Haddington. 

•	 On the eastern outskirts of Haddington off the A1 
•	 Grid NT 521 739

19
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22  

ST TRIDUANA’S CHAPEL, 
RESTALRIG COLLEGIATE 
CHURCH
Part of a chapel built for James III, housing the shrine 
of St Triduana, an early Christian saint. The hexagonal 
vaulted chamber is almost unique. 

•	 Off Restalrig Road South, on the east side  
	 of Edinburgh 
•	 Grid NT 283 743 
•	� Access can be arranged Mon to Sat 9am to 5pm,  

or after worship on a Sun 12.30pm to 5pm,  
by contacting St Margaret’s Parish Church,  
Restalrig on 0131 554 7400

23           ★★★★

SETON COLLEGIATE CHURCH
An enchanting medieval church at the end of a pretty 
woodland path. Seton also has ruined domestic 
quarters, allowing a rare glimpse into the lives of the 
priests employed to pray here. There are stories of 
murdered stonemasons and royal visits: James VI 
attended a funeral here on his journey south to 
become James I of England.

•	 1.5m W of Longniddry on the A198 
•	 Postcode EH32 0PG 
•	 Telephone 01875 813 334 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

20 EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
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24               
 ★★★★

TANTALLON CASTLE
Ascend Tantallon’s soaring towers for spectacular 
views, then descend into the depths of a particularly 
grim pit prison. The castle was home to the powerful 
Red Douglas family, which often clashed with the 
Crown. It was besieged by both James IV and James V 
but ultimately succumbed to Oliver Cromwell’s troops 
in a siege of 1651. Artefacts on display help tell its 
dramatic stories. The castle also offers fine views of 
the Bass Rock, where you can watch gannets plunge 
into the North Sea.

•	 3m E of North Berwick off the A198 
•	 Postcode EH39 5PN 
•	 Telephone 01620 892 727 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
25       

TORPHICHEN PRECEPTORY
The main Scottish base of the powerful Knights 
Hospitaller and a seat of government for William 
Wallace in 1298, the preceptory sits within a ring  
of ancient sanctuary stones. You can explore its  
ruins, including the tall tower, built around 1200.

•	 In Torphichen village, 1m on the B792 from A706 
•	 Grid NS 969 726 
•	 Telephone 01506 653 733  
•	 Open summer only. Weekends and bank holidays  
	 1pm to 5pm. Members’ retail discount not applicable  
•	 Adult £2 Child £1.50 Concession £1.50 

26     

TRINITY HOUSE MARITIME 
MUSEUM
A treasure chest of Leith’s maritime heritage, in  
the 19th-century headquarters built for a medieval 
mariners’ charity. It now holds an unparalleled 
collection of wonders gathered over centuries by 
seagoing Leithers. It includes portraits by Raeburn,  
a French tricolour captured at the Battle of Trafalgar,  
a 200-year-old whaling harpoon and a fleet of  
historic ship models, all displayed in the master’s  
room and the imposing convening room of this fine 
Georgian building.

•	 99 Kirkgate, Leith, Edinburgh 
•	 Postcode EH6 6BJ 
•	 Telephone 0131 554 3289 
•	 Pre-booked visits only – for tour details check 
	 historicenvironment.scot/trinity-house 
•	 Admission is free – donations welcome

21
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1  

CROSS KIRK, PEEBLES
Visit the site where King Alexander III reputedly 
witnessed the unearthing of the bones of St Nicholas 
– the inspiration for Santa Claus. This impressive ruin 
was once the home of Trinitarian friars, and later  
a parish church.

•	 In Cross Road, Peebles on the A703 
•	 Grid NT 250 40 
•	 Open all year 

 
2   

DERE STREET ROMAN ROAD, 
SOUTRA
Follow the footsteps of Roman legionaries who 
marched into Scotland from Hadrian’s Wall, 1,900 
years ago. You can still see drainage ditches on either 
side of this stretch of road, and the quarry pits from 
which the road-builders extracted gravel. 

•	 SW of Soutra Aisle, just off the A68 on the B6368 
•	 Grid NT 452 580

3              
 ★★★★

DRYBURGH ABBEY
The tree-shrouded ruins of a beautiful abbey beside 
the River Tweed. It has been ravaged by fire and  
war but stone carvings and painted plasterwork  
have survived to provide a glimpse of its once-
magnificent decoration.

Look for the graves of Sir Walter Scott and Field 
Marshall Douglas Haig, as well as the Dryburgh Yew, 
reputedly one of Scotland’s oldest trees.

•	 8m SE of Melrose on the B6404, near St Boswells 
	 (turn left onto the B6356) 
•	 Public transport as far as St Boswells – 
	 20 min walk to Abbey 
•	 Grid NT 591 316 Postcode TD6 0RQ 
•	 Telephone 01835 822 381 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
4   

EDIN’S HALL BROCH
One of the very few Iron Age brochs in lowland 
Scotland. Unusually large, it sits in a fort defended by 
ramparts and ditches, partially overlain by a settlement 
of the Romano-British period. Nearby is the nationally 
important Abbey St Bathans Woodland. 

•	 On the NE slope of Cockburn Law about 4.5m 
	 from Grantshouse, 1m walk from the A6112 
	 Duns Road. Cross the suspension bridge then 
	 follow a footpath for 2m across fields  
•	 Grid NT 772 603 
•	 Access is over agricultural land

3

4
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5   

EDROM CHURCH
The richly carved Romanesque doorway of the old 
parish church of Edrom, re-erected in the kirkyard  
in the 1700s.

•	 In Edrom, 3.5m NE of Duns just off the A6105 
•	 Grid NT 827 558 

 
6  

FOULDEN TITHE BARN
A two-storey barn, possibly used for storing payments 
made in grain to the parish church. View exterior only.

•	 In Foulden, 4m SE of Chirnside on the A6105 
•	 Grid NT 931 558 

 
7   

GREENKNOWE TOWER
A handsome L-shaped tower house, built in 1581  
for James Seton and his wife, Janet Edmonstone.  
It still retains its original yett, or iron gate.

•	 0.5m W of Gordon on the A6105 Earlston Road 
•	 Grid NT 639 428 

8            ★★★★

HERMITAGE CASTLE
Soak up the eerie atmosphere of an imposing 
stronghold with a notorious reputation, dating from 
the 1300s. A local ballad tells of Lord Soulis, who ruled 
at Hermitage until being boiled in lead by his subjects. 
The story may be based on Ranulf de Sules, murdered 
by servants in 1207. Centuries later Mary, Queen of 
Scots rode here from Jedburgh to visit her trusted 
adviser (and future husband) Bothwell.

•	 5.5m NE of Newcastleton, B6399 
•	 Postcode TD9 0LU 
•	 Telephone 01387 376 222 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
9              

  ★★★★★

JEDBURGH ABBEY
The towering ruins of this large abbey complex are 
testament to the power of both royalty and the 
medieval church. Founded by David I in around 1138, 
the abbey was linked to a nearby royal castle.

You can explore the grand abbey church, cloisters  
and herb garden. The abbey museum houses many 
precious artefacts, including an ivory comb from  
the 1100s. There are also history displays, a virtual  
tour and dressing-up clothes.

•	 In Jedburgh on the A68 
•	 Grid NT 650 204 Postcode TD8 6JQ 
•	 Telephone 01835 863 925 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 Audio guide available 

10  

KELSO ABBEY
The west end of a great abbey church, founded by  
the Tironensian order of monks, who were brought to 
Kelso by David I in 1128. Even in its fragmentary state, 
this is a superb example of medieval architecture. 

•	 In Kelso 
•	 Grid NT 728 338 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri

8
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11           ★★★★★

MELROSE ABBEY
Trace the lives and beliefs of medieval monks in one  
of Scotland’s largest and richest medieval abbeys, 
founded by David I in 1136 in a fertile valley near the 
River Tweed. Explore the extensive ruins to discover 
remarkable sculptures of saints, demons and the 
famous bagpipe-playing pig. Treasures displayed  
in the museum include medieval spectacles, a scribe’s 
ink-pot and a carved Green Man.

The Cistercian monks of Melrose – and their lay 
brothers – created an influential spiritual centre at  
the abbey – as well as a prosperous business founded 
on wool exports. King Alexander II is buried here,  
as is the mummified heart of Robert the Bruce.

•	 In Melrose off the A7 or A68 
•	 Grid NT 548 341 Postcode TD6 9LG 
•	 Telephone 01896 822 562 
•	 Open all year 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 Audio guide available

12             
 ★★★★★

SMAILHOLM TOWER
This 20-metre-high stronghold, built in the 1400s, 
dominates the skyline. On a clear day you can see  
as far as Bamburgh Castle in Northumberland.  
The author Sir Walter Scott spent much of his 
childhood on a nearby farm, where he first heard  
the stories that made up his Minstrelsy of the Scottish 
Border, the subject of a permanent exhibition  
in the tower. 

•	 Near Smailholm village, 6m W of Kelso on the 
	 A6089, then follow the B6397 before turning 
	 on to the B6404 
•	 Grid NT 638 346 Postcode TD5 7PG 
•	 Telephone 01573 460 365 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

11
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1    

BARSALLOCH FORT
An Iron Age fort, built on a rocky promontory, and 
defended by a deep U-shaped ditch. A steep climb. 

•	 On the edge of a promontory above Barsalloch 
	 Point, 0.75m W of Monreith on the A747 
•	 Grid NX 347 412 

 
2              

   ★★★★★

CAERLAVEROCK CASTLE
The epitome of the moated, medieval stronghold, 
Caerlaverock’s great triangular defences guard  
the Solway Shore. 

This site has had a turbulent past. In 1300, its 
60-strong garrison was defeated by Edward I’s vast 
English army in a siege commemorated in verse.

Despite the castle’s rugged appearance, its walls 
conceal a stunning Renaissance residence of the 
1630s. Today, visitors can enjoy a siege warfare 
exhibition, a children’s play area and a trail through  
the woodland to the remains of an older castle.  
See bluebells in spring, dragonflies and wild flowers  
in summer and barnacle geese in winter. Spectacular 
Jousting returns on 27 and 28 July 2019.

•	 8m SE of Dumfries on the B725 
•	 Grid NY 025 656 Postcode DG1 4RU 
•	 Telephone 01387 770 244 
•	 Open all year. Café may have restricted 
	 opening hours in winter 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 Video presentation 
•	 Download our new Castle Quest app: 
	 historicenvironment.scot/castle-quest

3   

CAIRN HOLY CHAMBERED 
CAIRNS
Two remarkably complete Neolithic burial cairns,  
of a type characteristic of Galloway, on a hill giving  
fine views over Wigtown Bay.

•	 6.5m SE of Creetown on the A75 
•	 Grid NX 518 540 

 
4             

 ★★★★

CARDONESS CASTLE
Climb to the top of this impressive tower house for 
panoramic views over Fleet Bay. Cardoness was built 
in the 1400s by the McCullochs. It declared their high 
status, but did not improve their reputation, which 
included accusations of violence and murder. The 
prison shows how unwelcome guests were treated.

•	 1m SW of Gatehouse of Fleet on the A75 
•	 Grid NX 590 553 Postcode DG7 2EH 
•	 Telephone 01557 814 427 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 Disabled access to the shop only 

 
5  

CARSLUITH CASTLE
A delightful L-shaped tower house of the 1500s, with 
many intriguing details, including a water-spout in the 
form of a human face.

•	 3.5m S of Creetown on the A75 
•	 Grid NX 494 541

2
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6  

CHAPEL FINIAN
The foundations of a small chapel, probably built  
for pilgrims on their way from Ireland to the shrine  
of St Ninian at Whithorn.

•	 5m NW of Port William on the A747 
•	 Grid NX 278 489 

 
7   

DRUCHTAG MOTTE
This 6.5-metre-high conical mound was once the base 
for an early-medieval timber castle and is still 
surrounded by the castle’s wide ditch.

•	 At Mochrum village on the A747 
•	 Grid NX 349 466 

 
8   

DRUMCOLTRAN TOWER
A roofed, sturdy and well-preserved tower house,  
built in the mid-1500s by the powerful Maxwells.  
It now sits in a busy farmyard.

•	 7m NE of Dalbeattie, among farm buildings 
	 off the A711 
•	 Grid NX 869 682 

 
9   

DRUMTRODDAN ROCK ART
Three groups of well-defined cup-and-ring marks  
on bedrock, probably carved in the Bronze Age.

•	 2m NE of Port William on the B7085 
•	 Grid NX 362 447 

 
10  

DRUMTRODDAN  
STANDING STONES
An alignment of three stones, one of which still stands 
about 3 metres tall. They date from Neolithic times 
and were probably part of a ceremonial site.

•	 0.25m S of the Cup and Ring Marked Stones 
	 on the B7085 
•	 Grid NX 364 443 

11            ★★★★

DUNDRENNAN ABBEY
Enjoy the peaceful atmosphere at this ruined  
medieval abbey, set in tree-fringed pastures. There is  
a particularly fine medieval chapter house. You can 
also find the effigy of a murdered abbot, with his 
executed assassin at his feet. Mary, Queen of Scots 
spent her last hours in Scotland here in May 1568,  
after the disastrous Battle of Langside.

•	 6.5m SE of Kirkcudbright on the A711 
•	 Grid NX 749 475 Postcode DG6 4QH 
•	 Telephone 01557 500 262 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
12           ★★★★

GLENLUCE ABBEY
Tucked in a tranquil valley is one of Scotland’s 
best-preserved medieval monasteries. Its highlight  
is the magnificent chapter house, with its central  
pillar, ornate windows and grotesque stone carvings.  
Visitors can also trace the abbey’s remarkable 
plumbing system, which supplied the Cistercian  
monks who lived here with running water. 

•	 2m NW of Glenluce village off the A75 
•	 Grid NX 185 586 Postcode DG8 0AF 
•	 Telephone 01557 331 856 
•	 Open summer only, Sun to Tue 
•	 Restricted access Wed to Sat 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

11
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13  

KIRKMADRINE EARLY 
CHRISTIAN STONES
Three of the earliest Christian memorial stones  
in Britain, dating from the 5th or early 6th century, 
displayed in the porch of a former chapel.

•	 In the Rhinns of Galloway, 2m SW of Sandhead  
	 on the A716 
•	 Grid NX 080 483 

 
14   

LAGGANGAIRN 
STANDING STONES
Two prehistoric stones from a Neolithic or Bronze Age 
setting of at least seven. They were later carved with 
early Christian crosses. 

•	 Difficult access is signposted through Forestry  
	 Commission land on the Southern Upland Way 
•	 Grid NX 222 716

15  

LINCLUDEN COLLEGIATE 
CHURCH
A collegiate church founded on the site of an earlier 
nunnery by Archibald ‘the Grim’, 3rd Earl of Douglas. 
The splendid chancel was probably added by the  
4th Earl, and houses the exquisite monumental tomb 
of his wife, Princess Margaret, daughter of Robert III. 

•	 On the western outskirts of Dumfries in 
	 Abbey Lane on the A76 
•	 Grid NX 966 779 

 
16   

LOCHMABEN CASTLE
The remains of a stronghold originally built by the 
English in the 1300s, but extensively rebuilt during  
the reign of James IV (1488–1513). A rectangular ‘peel’ 
(timber palisaded enclosure), built about 1300 by 
Edward I of England, is visible around the castle.  
View exterior only. 

•	 Stands on the Castle Loch 1.5m from 
	 Lochmaben on the B7020 
•	 Grid NY 088 811

12
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17           ★★★★

MACLELLAN’S CASTLE
Explore the impressive residence of a powerful  
family in the heart of Kirkcudbright, and the vaulted 
ground-floor rooms in which their servants once 
worked. The castle was built in about 1570 by Sir 
Thomas MacLellan of Bombie. Look for the laird’s lug, 
a spy hole in the great hall through which he could 
eavesdrop on his guests. 

•	 In Kirkcudbright on the A711 
•	 Grid NX 682 510 Postcode DG6 4JD 
•	 Telephone 01557 331 856 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 –  
	 reduced prices may be in place through 2019  
	 for partial closures 

 
18   

MERKLAND CROSS 
A 3-metre-tall standing cross, with fleur-de-lis carvings 
on each of its four arms, suggesting a date in the 
1400s. It may have been a village market cross.

•	 At Woodhouse Farm, 1m N of Kirkpatrick Fleming 
	 on the B7076 
•	 Grid NY 250 721 
•	 Access is over agricultural land

19  

MORTON CASTLE
A fine hall-house of the late 1200s, once a stronghold 
of the Douglases.

•	 Situated on a promontory overlooking Morton  
	 Loch. Take the second turning on the right,  
	 1.5m E of Carronbridge off the A702 
•	 Grid NX 891 992 
•	 Not signposted 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 

 
20             

 ★★★★

NEW ABBEY CORN MILL
See a beautifully-restored, water-powered village mill 
in action and discover the whole process of milling 
oats, once a staple food for both people and livestock. 
A mill was probably built here by the monks of nearby 
Sweetheart Abbey in the 1200s. Most of the present 
building dates from the 1800s, but parts of it may  
have been constructed in the 1700s.

•	 7m S of Dumfries on the A710 
•	 Grid NX 962 662 Postcode DG2 8BX 
•	 Telephone 01387 850 260 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
17 20
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21   

ORCHARDTON TOWER
A unique tower house built around 1460 by the Cairns 
family. It conforms to standard tower house design, 
except that it is circular in plan.

•	 6m SE of Castle Douglas on the A711 
•	 Grid NX 817 551 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 

 
22  

RISPAIN CAMP
A rectangular settlement defended by a bank and 
ditch. It dates from the 1st or 2nd century AD.

•	 1m W of Whithorn, behind Rispain Farm  
	 on the A746 
•	 Grid NX 429 399 

 
23   

RUTHWELL CROSS
This Anglian cross, sculpted in high relief, dates from 
the end of the 7th century AD and is one of the major 
monuments of early medieval Europe. Open by 
arrangement only.

•	 At Ruthwell, 8.5m SE of Dumfries, sited within 
	 the parish church on the B724 
•	 Grid NY 100 682 
•	 Telephone 0131 558 9326 

24     

ST NINIAN’S CAVE
A beachside cave traditionally associated with  
St Ninian. Early crosses found here are housed at 
Whithorn Priory Museum, but crosses carved on  
the cave walls are still visible.

•	 Physgill, on the coast 4m SW of Whithorn  
	 on the A747 
•	 Grid NX 421 359 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 

 
25     

ST NINIAN’S CHAPEL
Restored ruins of a chapel, probably built in the 1200s, 
on the site of an earlier church. It may have been used 
by pilgrims on their way to Whithorn.

•	 At Isle of Whithorn on the A747 
•	 Grid NX 479 362 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 

 

21
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26           ★★★

SWEETHEART ABBEY
A monument to human and divine love, Sweetheart 
Abbey was named for its founder, Lady Dervorgilla, 
who was buried here with the embalmed heart of  
her beloved husband. Medieval wars inflicted much 
damage to the buildings, but the red sandstone abbey 
church, with a stone effigy of the founder, survives 
almost intact.

•	 In New Abbey village on the A710 
•	 Grid NX 965 662 Postcode DG2 8BU 
•	 Telephone 01387 850 397 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Due to essential conservation work, areas of the 
	 abbey may have restricted access – please call 
	 before visiting 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

27              
   ★★★★

THREAVE CASTLE
Cross the River Dee by boat to visit this enchanting 
castle on its own island. Once the bustling base of  
its creator, Archibald ‘the Grim’, 3rd Earl of Douglas,  
it is now an ideal spot for exploring, picnicking and, 
perhaps, painting. The island is rich with wild flowers  
in summer; you might also see ospreys and otters 
hunting in the river.

•	 3m W of Castle Douglas on the A75 
•	 Grid NX 739 623 Postcode DG7 1TJ 
•	 Telephone 07711 223 101 
•	 Open 1 Apr to 31 Oct. First outward sailing at 10am, 
	 last outward sailing at 4.30pm (3.30pm during Oct) 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
	 – boat trip included in admission price 
•	 Car park is an 800 metre walk to the castle

26
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28  

TORHOUSE STONE CIRCLE
A stone circle of 19 granite boulders, dating from  
the late Neolithic or Bronze Age, in a landscape  
that was once rich with ritual monuments.

•	 4m W of Wigtown on the B733 
•	 Grid NX 382 565 

 
29   

WANLOCKHEAD BEAM ENGINE
A wooden water-balance pump for draining a lead 
mine, dating from the early 1800s, with the track  
of a horse engine beside it.

•	 In Wanlockhead village off the A76 
•	 Grid NS 869 130

30            

WHITHORN PRIORY AND 
MUSEUM AND THE WHITHORN 
STORY EXHIBITION
This small monastery was founded at a place where 
some of Scotland’s earliest Christians worshipped 
about 1,500 years ago. According to legend, it was 
established by St Ninian in the early 400s. The Latinus 
Stone, displayed here, was raised soon after and 
remains Scotland’s oldest Christian monument. There 
is also an outstanding collection of intricately-carved 
stone crosses. Whithorn is still a place of pilgrimage.

•	 At Whithorn on the A746 
•	 Grid NX 444 402 Postcode DG8 8PY 
•	 Telephone 01988 500 700 (Whithorn Trust) 
•	 Open 1 Apr to 31 Oct 10.30am to 5pm 
•	 Admission to the museum and priory is free  
	 for HS members 
•	 Admission to The Whithorn Story Exhibition: 
	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 – members  
	 receive a 20% discount on admission 
•	 Historic Scotland members’ retail and cafe discount 
	 does not apply at The Whithorn Story Exhibition

30
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ANTONINE WALL MONUMENTS
The Antonine Wall was the Roman Empire’s 
north-west frontier. It ran for 37 miles (60km) from 
Bo’ness to Old Kirkpatrick. It consisted of a turf 
rampart fronted by a ditch, with forts about every  
two miles (3km) and a road running for the entire 
length of the frontier. The Wall was built in the 140s 
AD and was occupied for about 20 years. 

See also Antonine Wall entries in Central & West 
section. All of the Antonine Wall Monuments are part 
of a World Heritage Site. 
 
 

 
1   

ANTONINE WALL:  
BAR HILL FORT
Explore the highest fort on the Wall, where 
foundations of the Roman army headquarters  
and bath-house are still visible. A small Iron Age  
fort stands close by, overlooking the rock-cut ditch 
that marks the frontier. There are superb views over 
the Kelvin Valley. 

•	 0.5m E of Twechar 
•	 Grid NS 706 759 - 714 762 
•	 Signposted from village 
•	 Access is over agricultural land from 
	 B8023 Kirkintilloch to Kilsyth Road 

 
2    

ANTONINE WALL: 
BEARSDEN BATH-HOUSE
The well-preserved remains of a bath-house  
and latrine, built in the 2nd century AD to serve  
a small fort. 

•	 On Roman Road, Bearsden, Glasgow 
•	 Grid NS 546 720 
•	 Signposted from Bearsden Cross on A810 
•	 Approximately 600 metres down Roman Road

3   

ANTONINE WALL: CROY HILL
The deep, rock-cut ditch of the Wall, and traces of turf 
rampart, climbing along a ridge. Nearby are the site  
of a fort, a fortlet and two beacon platforms. 

•	 Between Croy and Dullatur. Access from B802 
•	 Grid NS 725 762 - 739 769 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 

 
4   

ANTONINE WALL: DULLATUR
A section of the Wall’s deep ditch, cutting through 
woodland and fields. To the north is Dullatur Marsh,  
an important habitat for birds.

•	 0.5m E of Dullatur off the A803 
•	 Grid NS 751 772 - 756 773 
•	 Access along farm road 

 
5   

ANTONINE WALL: 
WESTERWOOD TO CASTLECARY 
(GARNHALL DISTRICT)
Follow the ditch that ran alongside the Wall  
as it crosses farmland close to Cumbernauld.

•	 W of Castlecary off the B816 
•	 Grid NS 769 777 - 783 782 
•	 Access from minor road

1
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6   

ARRAN: AUCHAGALLON CAIRN
A Bronze Age cairn surrounded by a circle of  
14 standing stones, looking out over Kilbrannan  
Sound towards Kintyre.

•	 4m N of Blackwaterfoot on the W side of Arran  
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 893 346 

 
7   

ARRAN: CARN BAN
Take a four-mile walk up a wooded hillside to  
discover a 5,000-year-old chambered cairn,  
where Arran’s Neolithic farmers probably  
staged rituals for their dead.

•	 3.5m NE of Lagg on the W side of Arran 
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 990 262 

 
8   

ARRAN: KILPATRICK DUN  
(OR CASHEL)
The ruins of a circular drystone building of unknown 
date, with a more recent enclosure wall. The walk  
to the site is half a mile.

•	 1m S of Blackwaterfoot on the W side of Arran 
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 906 262 
•	 Not signposted 
•	 Visitors should park at the bottom of the road 
	 and walk to site on foot 

 
9    

ARRAN: LOCHRANZA CASTLE
A fine L-shaped tower house, adapted in the 1500s 
from a hall house of the late 1200s or 1300s.  
The mountains to the south of the castle are home  
to many birds, and the castle is a good vantage  
point for watching seals. 

•	 At the northern coast of Arran off the coastal route 
	 (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 931 506 
•	 Open summer only 

GLASGOW, CLYDE & AYRSHIRE

10    

ARRAN: MACHRIE MOOR  
STONE CIRCLES
The remains of six prehistoric stone circles, including 
one with double concentric rings, in an ancient 
landscape rich with archaeology. This is one of  
the most important sites of its kind in Britain. 

•	 3m N of Blackwaterfoot on the W side of Arran 
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 910 324 

 
11    

ARRAN: MOSS FARM ROAD 
STONE CIRCLE
The remains of a complex Bronze Age ring cairn,  
with an impressive/substantial kerb of upright stones.

•	 3m N of Blackwaterfoot on the W side of Arran  
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 900 326 
•	 Parking available at Machrie Moor

7
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12   

ARRAN: TORR  
A’CHAISTEAL FORT
A circular late Iron Age dun or fort on the summit of  
a natural knoll, with a low rampart on its eastern side.

•	 4m S of Blackwaterfoot on the SW side of Arran 
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 921 232 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 
•	 Public transport recommended: no vehicular access 
	 owing to lack of safe parking 

 
13    

ARRAN: TORRYLIN CAIRN
Remains of a Neolithic chambered cairn of Clyde type, 
with four burial compartments visible.

•	 0.25m SE of Lagg on the S side of Arran  
	 off the coastal route (formerly A841) 
•	 Grid NR 955 210

14  

BAROCHAN CROSS
A fine free-standing early 10th century cross with 
intricate Christian carvings, which was moved into 
Paisley Abbey from Houston parish, west of Paisley.

•	 In Paisley Abbey in the centre of Paisley 
•	 Grid NS 485 639 
•	 Open Mon to Sat 10am to 3.30pm

 
15    

BIGGAR GASWORKS MUSEUM
The only surviving example in Scotland of a typical 
small-town coal-gas works. The oldest parts date from 
1839. On special Steam Days, you can see the coal fired 
boiler put to work and the steam-driven machinery  
in action. The onsite gas showroom now displays  
gas appliances of the kind that were once sold here.

•	 In Biggar. Located on Gas Works Road  
	 off A702 Edinburgh to Abington Road 
•	 Grid NT 038 376 
•	 Telephone 01899 221 070 
•	 Open summer only, weekends and 
	 special Steam Days 1pm to 5pm 
•	 Admission free except on Steam Days: 
	 Adult £5 Child £3 Concession £4 
•	 Visit historicenvironment.scot/whats-on  
	 for event dates 

 
16               

 ★★★★

BOTHWELL CASTLE
Scotland’s largest and finest castle of the 1200s.  
Part of the original circular donjon, or keep, survives, 
as do other towers, a forbidding curtain wall and  
a great hall added by the Douglas earls in the 1400s. 
The adjacent semi-natural woodland is full of flowers 
in spring. There is access to the Clyde Walkway.

•	 At Uddingston off the B7071 
•	 Grid NS 688 593 Postcode G71 8BL 
•	 Telephone 01698 816 894 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Due to essential conservation work, areas of the 
	 castle may have restricted access – please call 
	 before visiting 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80

15
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17   

CADZOW CASTLE
Built in 1500–50, Cadzow was known as the castle in 
the woods of Hamilton. Sir James Hamilton of Finnart 
built it for his half-brother, the 2nd Earl of Arran.  
The nearby parkland known as the Cadzow Oaks  
was a medieval hunting park. View exterior only.

•	 In the grounds of Chatelherault Country Park, 
	 Hamilton. Exit M74 at Junction 6 
•	 Grid NS 735 537 

 
18   

CASTLE SEMPLE  
COLLEGIATE CHURCH
A late Gothic church, with a later three-sided east end 
incorporating unusual windows. Located next to Castle 
Semple and Barr Lochs, both important for their plants 
and birds, with an RSPB visitor centre at the south end 
of Castle Semple Loch. 

•	 2m W of Howwood on the B787 then on to 
	 the B776. Longer access through the country 
	 park from Castle Semple Visitor Centre  
•	 Grid NS 377 601 
•	 Access by foot only 

 
19   

COULTER MOTTE
An artificial mound built for a castle at some point in 
the 1100s, 1200s or early 1300s. It would have been 
surmounted by a timber palisade and tower.

•	 1.5m SW of Biggar. On A72 Biggar to Lanark Road 
•	 Grid NT 018 362

GLASGOW, CLYDE & AYRSHIRE

20           ★★★★

CRAIGNETHAN CASTLE
An exceptional fortress–residence, built about 1530  
as the residence of Sir James Hamilton of Finnart, 
James V’s master of works. His many military 
innovations include a shooting gallery or caponier. 
Craignethan was ‘cast doun’ in 1579, by order of the 
Privy Council, despite its state-of-the-art defences.  
The surrounding woodland in the deep Nethan gorge 
is rich with wild flowers and birdlife.

•	 From the M74, take Junction 8 or 9. 
	 Follow the signs to Blackwood,  
	 then the signs to Craignethan Castle 
•	 Grid NS 815 463 Postcode ML11 9PL 
•	 Telephone 01555 860 364 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Ticket office may close for lunch, but site  
	 remains open 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
21   

CROOKSTON CASTLE
Built by the Stewarts of Darnley around 1400,  
this unusual castle comprises a central tower with  
four square corner towers, set within earthworks 
constructed in the 1100s. Extensively repaired 
following a siege in 1544. Affords excellent views  
of south-west Glasgow. 

•	 From Glasgow follow M77 and exit at J2.  
	 Take Barrhead Road then Brockburn Road 
	 and follow signs for the site. Access via  
	 footpath from Towerside Road 
•	 Grid NS 525 627 
•	 Telephone 0141 883 9606 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri

24
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22           ★★★★

CROSSRAGUEL ABBEY
One of the most complete medieval abbey complexes 
in Scotland. Now hauntingly beautiful, its unroofed 
church and substantial ruins can be explored – or you 
can get a bird’s eye view by climbing the handsome 
gatehouse. The abbey guards some violent secrets. 
One abbot was roasted over a fire by a nobleman 
seeking to seize the abbey’s lands and revenues.

•	 2m S of Maybole on the A77 
•	 Grid NS 275 083 Postcode KA19 8HQ 
•	 Telephone 01655 883 113 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Due to essential conservation work, areas of the 
	 abbey may have restricted access – please call 
	 before visiting 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
23              

   ★★★★

DUMBARTON CASTLE
Climb more than 500 steps to the top of one of 
Scotland’s greatest strongholds. The Rock of the Clyde 
has a history as long and dramatic as its views over  
the Clyde, Loch Lomond and Argyll. It was a centre  
of power in what later became an ancient British 
kingdom. It was sacked by Vikings in 870. In medieval 
times, it became a cornerstone of royal power.  
It latterly served as a military base and prison.  
You can explore its many fortifications with our 
interactive family trail. The Rock of Ages event  
returns on 8 and 9 June 2019.

•	 In Dumbarton off the A82 
•	 Grid NS 398 744 - NS 401 745 Postcode G82 1JJ 
•	 Telephone 01389 732 167 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 Last ticket sold 45 mins before closing

24            ★★★★

DUNDONALD CASTLE
Explore the high-vaulted halls and gloomy prison  
of this powerful medieval stronghold, perched on a  
hill above the village. The main tower was built in the 
1370s by King Robert II – the first monarch of the  
long Stewart dynasty – to mark his succession to  
the throne. The castle was extensively developed  
by later owners. 

•	 In the village of Dundonald on the A71, 12m from 
	 Ayr and 5m from Kilmarnock. Leave A77 onto 
	 B730 and follow signs for Dundonald 
•	 Postcode KA2 9HD 
•	 Telephone 01563 851 489 
•	 Open all year. For more information please visit  
	 dundonaldcastle.org.uk  
•	 Adult £5 Child £3 Concession £4 Family £12 
•	 Members’ discount not applicable on retail  
	 or catering

23
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25       

GLASGOW CATHEDRAL
The most complete medieval cathedral on the Scottish 
mainland is still a working church with an active 
congregation. From its magnificent nave and choir  
to the atmospheric crypt of St Mungo (who was 
supposedly buried here around AD 612), Glasgow 
Cathedral is full of intriguing features.

Explore the side chapel known as the Blackadder 
Aisle, its ceiling peppered with colourful bosses; 
admire more than 100 windows, many with stained 
glass; seek out the tomb of Bishop Wishart, a key 
supporter of Robert the Bruce; and admire the carving 
of 11 figures – perhaps representing the faithful 
disciples of Christ – on the stone pulpitum screen.

•	 In Glasgow off the M8, J15 next to the  
	 Royal Infirmary 
•	 Grid NS 603 656 Postcode G4 0QZ 
•	 Telephone 0141 552 6891 / 0141 552 0988 
•	 Open all year. Summer 9.30am to 5.30pm, 
	 Sun 1pm to 5pm. Winter 10am to 4pm,  
	 Sun 1pm to 4pm. Last entry 30 mins  
	 before closing. Last entry to Lower Church  
	 45 mins before closing 
•	 Visitors requiring wheelchair access please call 
	 prior to visit to find out about access arrangements

GLASGOW, CLYDE & AYRSHIRE

26   

KILWINNING ABBEY
The ruins of a Tironensian–Benedictine abbey, 
established from Kelso Abbey. The surviving 
fragments – parts of the abbey church and  
chapter house – largely date from the 1200s.

•	 In Kilwinning. Off A78 Kilwinning 
	 to Ardrossan Road 
•	 Grid NS 303 433 

 
27   

LOCH DOON CASTLE
Transplanted in the 1930s from an island in Loch Doon, 
to make way for a hydro-electric scheme. The castle 
consists of an 11-sided curtain wall of fine masonry, 
dating from 1300. The loch has a unique population  
of Arctic char. 

•	 Turn right 2m S of Dalmellington on the A713  
	 on to an unclassified road – signposted for  
	 Loch Doon 
•	 Grid NX 484 950 

 
28   

MAYBOLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
The chapel of St Mary was founded by John Kennedy 
of Dunure in 1371, and the associated college of priests 
11 years later. Its function was to say prayers for the 
founder and his family.

•	 Approaching Maybole on the A77 from Ayr.  
	 At the crossroads in the town centre, turn left  
	 onto the B7023, signposted Crosshill, and then  
	 take first right 
•	 Grid NS 301 098 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Collect key from Crossraguel Abbey

25
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29            ★★★★

NEWARK CASTLE
Built by George Maxwell around 1480 as a defensive 
Clydeside stronghold, Newark is most associated  
with his descendant, Sir Patrick Maxwell and his wife  
Lady Margaret. He transformed it in the 1590s into  
a fine Renaissance mansion, but was notorious for 
murdering two neighbours and mistreating Margaret. 
Later Maxwells became involved in Clyde shipping.

•	 In Port Glasgow on the A8 at Newark Roundabout 
•	 Postcode PA14 5NH 
•	 Telephone 01475 741 858 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
30          ★★★★

ROTHESAY CASTLE
Cross the moat and climb the ‘bloody stair’ to the 
ramparts of this circular island stronghold, or descend 
into its forbidding pit prison. Built in the 1200s, 
Rothesay was twice besieged and captured by the 
Norse. The castle was later a royal base: Robert III  
died here and James IV used it to launch campaigns 
against the Hebridean Lords of the Isles.

•	 In Rothesay, Isle of Bute. Ferry from Wemyss Bay 
	 on the A78. The castle is only a few mins walk 
	 from the ferry terminal 
•	 Grid NS 088 645 Postcode PA20 0DA 
•	 Telephone 01700 502 691 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

31    

ST BLANE’S CHURCH, KINGARTH
A Romanesque chapel of the 1100s, set within an early 
Christian monastery. A charming, tranquil spot.

•	 At the south end of the Isle of Bute 
•	 Grid NS 094 535 
•	 Access is over agricultural land 

 
32  

ST BRIDE’S CHURCH, DOUGLAS
The choir and part of the nave of a parish church built 
in the late 1300s. The choir contains three canopied 
monuments to the Black Douglas family, including  
the tomb of Good Sir James, who famously carried 
Bruce’s heart on crusade. 

•	 Access by prior arrangement by contacting  
	 the key holder on 01555 851 657 
•	 Grid NS 835 309 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 

 
33

ST MARY’S CHAPEL, ROTHESAY
The late-medieval remains of the chancel of the parish 
church of St Mary, recently reroofed to protect its fine 
Stewart tombs.

•	 On the outskirts of Rothesay 
•	 Grid NS 086 636 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 

 
34  

SKELMORLIE AISLE
This jewel-like monument was erected in 1636 for  
Sir Robert Montgomerie of Skelmorlie. It contains  
an elaborate carved stone tomb in Renaissance  
style and a painted timber ceiling, with Bible  
scenes and signs of the Zodiac. 

•	 In Largs on the A78. Signposted from the  
	 Main Street 
•	 Grid NS 202 594 
•	 Access by prior arrangement by contacting 
	 Largs Museum on 01475 687 081 between 1 May 
	 and 30 Sept. Bookings not available in Winter

30
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ANTONINE WALL MONUMENTS 
See also entries in Glasgow, Clyde & Ayrshire section. 
All Antonine Wall Monuments are part of a World 
Heritage Site. 
 
 

 
1   

ANTONINE WALL: CASTLECARY
The low earthworks of what was once a major 
stone-walled fort and annexe with a bath-house. 

•	 E of Castlecary village on B816 Cumbernauld 
	 to Bonnybridge Road 
•	 Grid NS 790 783 

 
2  

ANTONINE WALL:  
SEABEGS WOOD
A stretch of rampart and ditch, together with the 
Military Way used as a route by Roman soldiers.  
They are thought to be very close to their  
original form.

•	 1m W of Bonnybridge. Access from the B816 
	 on Castlecary to Bonnybridge Road 
•	 Grid NS 811 792 - 818 792 

 
3   

ANTONINE WALL: ROUGH 
CASTLE
The best-preserved length of rampart and ditch  
on the Wall, together with the earthworks of a fort  
and a short length of Military Way, with quarry pits. 
This is the best place to get an idea of how the 
Antonine Wall and its integral forts worked.

•	 Signposted from the B816 between  
	 Bonnybridge and High Bonnybridge 
•	 Grid NS 835 798 - 845 799

4  5  
ANTONINE WALL: WATLING 
LODGE (EAST AND WEST)
Two sections of the Wall, on each side of the house 
known as Watling Lodge. The eastern section is one of 
the deepest and steepest visible stretches of the ditch. 

•	 In Falkirk, signposted from A9. Access from the  
	 B816 from Tamfourhill 
•	 Grid NS 863 798 - 866 798 
•	 There is no entry to the house or grounds 

 
6  

ARDCHATTAN PRIORY
The ruins of a priory established around 1230 for  
the strict and reclusive Valliscaulian order of monks.  
It was later converted to secular use.

•	 On Loch Etive, 6.5m NE of Oban off the A828 
•	 Grid NM 971 349 

 
7           ★★★★

ARGYLL’S LODGING
Enjoy a glimpse of the domestic life of Scottish 
aristocrats in the 1600s. The most complete 
townhouse of its kind, its interior has been 
reconstructed to look as it may have done when 
Archibald Campbell, 9th Earl of Argyll, his wife Lady 
Anna and their servants lived here. The reconstruction 
is based on inventories made for Argyll before his 
execution in 1685.

•	 In Stirling’s historic old town just below 
	 Stirling Castle off the M9. Access via Stirling  
	 Castle’s admission office 
•	 Grid NS 792 938 Postcode FK8 1EG 
•	 Telephone 01786 450 000 
•	 Please call the castle for opening times 
•	 Admission included in Stirling Castle ticket 
•	 Wheelchair users can only access ground floor 
•	 Car parking charge for members is £2 from  
	 1 Apr to 30 Sept and free from 1 Oct to 31 Mar
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8         ★★★★

BONAWE HISTORIC  
IRON FURNACE
Visit Britain’s most complete charcoal-fuelled 
ironworks. Step inside the stone furnace and storage 
buildings of this pioneering site, and discover how 
Highlanders played a role in the Industrial Revolution. 
The furnace only ceased firing in 1870. Wander down 
to the Loch Etive quayside where raw materials were 
once unloaded, and explore neighbouring Glen Nant 
Nature Reserve, where trees were coppiced to 
produce charcoal.

•	 By the village of Taynuilt off the A85 
•	 Grid NN 010 318 Postcode PA35 1JQ 
•	 Telephone 01866 822 432 
•	 Open summer only 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 

 
9   

CAMBUSKENNETH ABBEY
This major Augustinian abbey, closely linked to the 
royal castle of Stirling, was the scene of Robert Bruce’s 
Parliament in 1314 and the burial place of James III  
and his wife Queen Margaret. Its fine bell tower is the 
only substantial survivor but extensive foundations  
of other buildings remain. 

The ground floor of the tower is the only internal 
space accessible to the public.

•	 1m E of Stirling off the A907 
•	 Grid NS 809 939 
•	 Access is over agricultural land which can be muddy 
•	 Open summer only

CENTRAL & WEST

10           ★★★★

CASTLE CAMPBELL AND 
GARDENS
Discover the drama of this brooding castle, set above 
the tree-covered ravines of Dollar Glen. This was the 
lowland residence of the powerful Campbells, where 
John Knox came to preach and Mary, Queen of Scots 
came to feast.

•	 At the head of Dollar Glen, 10m E of Stirling  
	 off the A91 
•	 Grid NS 961 993 Postcode FK14 7PP 
•	 Telephone 01259 742 408 
•	 Open all year. Winter closed Thurs and Fri 
•	 Adult £6 Child £3.60 Concession £4.80 
•	 No coach/bus access – nearest public parking 
	 500 metres from castle (see Access Guide  
	 for more details) 

 
11   

CASTLE SWEEN
One of Scotland’s oldest castles, built in the 1100s  
by Suibhne, ancestor of the MacSweens. Later towers 
were added to now vanished wooden structures.

•	 On the E shore of Loch Sween, in Knapdale 
	 off the B8025, past Achnamara 
•	 Grid NR 712 788 
•	 No car park for visitors to the castle within 
	 caravan park. Castle 20-30 min walk 
	 downhill from parking location

8
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